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give you of him will be a photograph for its life likeness. Personally he is attached to Stanton. Politically he has been for a year spreading a marriage feast for the restored Union and "our erring brothers."
My address here is Jay Cooke and Co.
Truly, SAML. WILKESON
From Geo. S. Boutwell
BOSTON, April iOOi, 1865
Major General BUTLER, WASHINGTON, D.C.
MY DEAR SIR: I enclose a letter to the President, and express the hope that what it suggests may come to pass.
If there be evidence connecting any of the rebel leaders with the plot to assassinate the President, indictments should be found that we may follow them to other countries. It is not unlikely that Davis, Breckenridge, and Benjamin had a
hand in the business.          v        .   7    ^      r, T>
Yours truly, GEO. S. BOUTWELL
From Fisher Hildreth to General Butler
April 21,1865
DEAR BUTLER: I have seen Wentworth the three last evenings. He has got all the Senators except five or six to sign a petition for you to go into the Cabinet if any change shall be made, & if not, to some other prominent position. I say all but five or six. He said all but five or six of those present, & he feels confident of getting about or quite all of the absent ones. He also thinks the expression of the members of the House will be unanimous, which will be got tomorrow & Monday.
Boutwell did not go to Washington, as he delivered a speech here on the day of the late President's funeral. I have not seen him, but Wentworth saw him, & he was rather noncommittal. But of that I should not t.niyiTc strange, even if he was decidedly friendly to you & had no aspirations for himself in the Cabinet line.
Please write, if not to me to some one else whom I shall probably see, & tell us what are the prospects, & how other matters stand. Remember, power is selfish & ambitious wherever it rests, & where it rests no one understands better than yourself. All weU.                                     FISHER